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I NTAKE  AND EXHAUST  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Corvette GT -1 Championship Edition  
 

If you want one, best hurry.  Chevrolet only plans to sell 100 of 

each color in each body style (600 cars total).  

 

Monthly meeting at 7:30, November 19th, Thursday, at 

Bennett Automotive Service, 295 Danbury Road. 

 
Reminderé November is dues month.  If youôve not paid, bring 

the check book along! 

 

Our Website;    http://www.cvalleycorvettes.com/ 

A Publication of Candlewood Valley Corvettes. Inc.           November, 2009 

http://www.cvalleycorvettes.com/
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The President: ______________________________            

   Once again another month has dissolved much quicker than I could imagine and we are 

one step closer to winter although, we keep getting bright spots where the weather has been 

quite nice. Last Sunday we had planned a meet and greet breakfast get together at Leoôs in 

Southbury and everyone showed up with their car which was a great surprise; weôll hang on 

to summer for as long as we possibly can! Even though the Corvette weather is slowly 

leaving us we are still planning many events.  

    As the year draws to a close we also look toward several important issues that we have to 

deal with every year. November, as all of you know, is the month when club dues are due. 

Every member has received a ñDues billò and I remind you that dues are due before 

November 30. After the due date we will charge a late fee as we have in past years so please 

try to get your payment in on time. If you are having difficulty paying 

your dues or you have any other issues I ask that you contact us and 

weôll work it out. The other issue that we face every November is the 

nomination of officers. As you know I have stated that I will be stepping 

down this year and that we are in need of someone to take the 

Presidentôs position. When I decided to step down it wasnôt an easy 

decision to make but I took several factors into consideration, one being 

timing. Since all of the other offices, with the exception of Secretary are 

filled, it would be an easy transition for a new President. We have done 

much over the past four years and I have had a wonderful experience as 

President of CVCC but if we are to continue down the same road we 

need members to be active and to step forward and get involved. So far 

this hasnôt happened so I ask you once again to step up and get involved. 

Bring your thoughts and ideas and weôll all benefit from it. All of us are 

busy so thatôs not really a reason to shy away. The key is the help and 

support that we give to each other so once again, think it over and 

remember- if you step forward you wonôt have to wait around and see 

who will be the next President. 

    As I said, we are planning events for the next several months and I ask 

that you participate. Come out and join us for some fun and stay busy through the dark 

months of ñno Corvetteò winter. Even though we stop the cruise night at Burgerittoville, we 

still continue to get together on Tuesday nights and Iôd love for as many of our members as 

possible to join us. Iôm looking forward to seeing all of you at our next get together but if we 

should miss each other Iôd like to wish everyone a very happy, healthy, and safe 

Thanksgiving holiday!! 

 

 

Gary Coviello 

 

 

Gary and our lovely 1
st
 Lady at the 

Breakfast gathering at Leoôs, Southbury 
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The Vice President: ______________________________            

 

     I usually enjoy taking the time to address the membership with an article in the newsletter but 
unfortunately that is not the case at the present time.  Candlewood Valley Corvette Club has been in 
existence for over 30 years.  What does next year bring??  Do YOU, the membership want this club 
to continue?  Are YOU willing to put in a little time?  Your president has done a fabulous job over the 
last four years.  He is not running away, just stepping down from his position.  The remaining 
executive committee remains intact.  We need YOU to step up.  In past years someone has always 
stepped up to the plate. Again, I ask, why are YOU a member of this club?  Candlewood Valley helps 
so many that are less fortunate than we are.  Do we want this to stop?  I certainly hope not!  If YOU 
are a little apprehensive, how about working with a fellow member as a co-president?  If there is a 
will, there is a way.  We have a great sponsor; everything is in place and moving forward.  Surprise 
us!  Surprise yourself!  Who will the NEW YOU be??  Its fun, we laugh and we are there to support 
YOU.  Short of begging I don't know what else to say.       

On a more positive note I would like to mention that the turnout for breakfast at Leo's in Southbury 
was wonderful.  It was a great day with about 25 members present.  Once again THANK YOU to our 
activity committee for organizing this get-together.   

The motor rebuild is moving along.  Although I watched more than I participated, youôre never too old 
to learn.  We have many talented members in CVCC and the project was just another aspect of the 
different activities that the club offers.  

Our monthly meeting is this Thurs. at 7:30 at Bennett Automotive Services.  I hope to see YOU and 
YOU and YOU.  Letôs keep the club alive.  Letôs think 30 more years!  With YOU the membership, 
working together WE CAN  "SAVE THE WAVE" 

Terry 

Activities Calendar 
 

It was learned that the "Meet and Greet" was a successful event with a number of members 

attending. Ana and I were on vacation at that time and unable to attend this event. We were 

happy to hear that there were a good number of attendees however. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast gathering at Leoôs, Southbury 
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Looking forward to December, there will be a "Dinner Meeting" at Armondo's in Bethel on 

December 17th. There will be 5 or 6 items to choose from:  

 

Chicken Marsala 

Veal Parmigiano 

Baked Lasagna 

Pork Chop and Peppers 

Stuffed Sole. 

 

 

There will also be information coming, concerning future events in December.  Keep an eye 

out for-mails about upcoming events in the near future. 

 

Bob Ross 

  

Events Committee: 

  Bob & Ana Ross 

  Linda & Gene Ottavio 

 

 

 

Westchester Corvette Show 
 

Westchester Corvettes put on a great show Sunday, Oct 4
th
! It was a beautiful day after a 

rainy Saturday. About 50 cars turned out, about a dozen of which were Candlewood Valley 

Corvettes member-owned. Neil lined up the members from Exit 2 and cruised to Katonah, a 

short ride. Since we only had until noon to clean, we got right to it. By 3 oôclock, judging 

was done and trophies were starting to be awarded.  

 

Mel took 1
st
 place, with good reason. His car looked especially good! Both Bill Alvarez and 

Bil l Vollmer took 1
st
 place along with Terry Lieberman! I was lucky enough to get 2

nd
 place. 

Skip Lerow, a past member of CVCC won a trophy with his beautiful C2. Mike Barrett also 

took home a trophy for his beautiful C6! Tony Accordino takes good care of his unbeatable 

Magnetic Red convertible and for his efforts, took home a trophy. I probably missed 

someone but it seemed almost everyone in our group took home a trophy.  

 

Why Bob Ross and Neil didnôt get a trophy Iôm not sure because both cars looked gorgeous! 

It was probably an oversight, obviously a mistake on someoneôs part.   

 

Steve Hatch, Gary Coviello and Stacy Biamonte from the club all attended as well but had to 

leave early. 

 

With a perfect ñ10ò of a day and a barrel full of trophies to take home, the day couldnôt have 

been better! Good job Westchester! 
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   Roger 

 

Member of the Month, Al Gallo    
 

Hi, Iôm Al Gallo and my Corvette history goes back more than forty years. Actually it goes 

back even further as I used to drive my older brotherôs 1956 Corvette around the family yard 

when I was maybe 14 or 15. Along the way I have owned four Corvettes, one each of the 

C1, C2, C3 and C4. Itôs been very interesting to sample each of these generations and 

discover their good as well as bad features.  

My first Corvette was a red and white 

1960 with a 4speed and a 283ci engine 

with two 4 barrel carburetors. It was in 

December 1968 while I was a senior in 

college. Many events occurred in the 

next several months. I graduated 

college, moved to upstate New York, 

started my first real job with General 

Electric, and married Eileen. Also I sold 

the Corvette to buy a mint 1965 GTO. 

My break from Corvettes didnôt last long as in April 1970, I purchased a marina blue 1963 

split window Corvette. Among 

its interesting features was a 35 

gallon gas tank. I t sure was fun  

to watch the gas station 

attendantôs face as he was filling 

and filling the tank. I drag raced 

this Corvette a few times and 

even got Eileen to race it. It was 

a lot of fun teaching her how to 

stage and launch the car at the 

track. She actually turned in 

times very close to mine. By 

this time we had had a daughter and another child, was on the way, so I did the responsible 

thing and got rid of my car toys and stepped up to a station wagon. 

Eighteen years passed as we raised our three children, changed 

jobs a couple of times and moved to Newtown. We both 

continued our education, I earned my Masters Degree in 

Engineering and Eileen obtained a Masters in Social Work. I 

continued drag racing several different cars, and I ran in two 

NYC marathons. We also, became very involved with Soap Box 

Derby Racing. Each of our three children raced and in 1985 my 

son won the World Championship race in Akron Ohio. Currently 

I am on the National Control Board helping to oversee the 

running of this international race.  
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In 1989 as my oldest daughter was entering college, I decided to treat myself to another 

Corvette. This one was a 

1980 black on tan with a 4-

speed. It came complete with 

a Rebuilt Title. So basically it 

was a driver car. I drove this 

one for about six years and 

had a lot of fun. One of the 

not so fun times occurred on 

Route 84 one morning on my 

way to work. I had just passed 

a couple of cars and the gas 

pedal stuck to the floor. There 

I was standing on the brakes trying desperately to slow it down enough to turn it off and pull 

over to the side. What a way to start your day! I really enjoyed the car but it wasnôt worth 

putting money into, so I sold it rather than fixing the many things that were starting to 

deteriorate. The good news was I sold it for the same amount I originally paid for it. 

In 1999 I retired at age 51 after working 30 years in the Nuclear Power Industry. I kept busy 

by starting a small computer consulting business and helping my daughter with her 

company, Miracle Graphics & Marketing, LLC, a graphic design, printing and promotional 

business. Also, Eileen and I started and ran a Floral Shop with our daughter, called Arts & 

Flowers of Stony Hill, in Bethel. In 2004 while delivering flowers in New Milford with 

Eileen, we spotted a nice 

looking red Corvette in a used 

car lot. After looking at it and 

test driving it, what can I say, it 

soon was in our garage. Itôs a 

1993 red coupe with a 6-speed 

and is by far the best handling, 

riding, and best driving Corvette 

that I have had. The flower shop 

is long gone but the Corvette is 

still here and we look forward to 

many happy events with the 

Corvette Club.  

Al  

 

 

Rogerõs Ramblings! 
 

If you are wondering what the officers are thinking and talking about at our officerôs 

meetings, let me enlighten you. We are wondering who will step forward to take Garyôs 

place and also Chapôs place. We have limped along without a secretary for several months 

and yes, the world did not come to an end! That doesnôt mean we donôt need a club 

secretary! Itôs not a huge job. Take a few notes at each meeting, type them up into 

something semi-coherent and send them to the newsletter editor to be published. Thatôs it!  
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As for Gary, not if, but when he leaves in December, who will step forward to take his spot? 

We currently have a great group of officers and we all get along very well. Someone from 

the group always steps up to fulfill a task when it needs to be accomplished.  That being 

said, WE ARE NOT THE WHOLE CLUB!  Several of us would consider leaving when 

Gary leaves but thought it would be better to stay on to provide continuity.  So far, NO ONE 

has shown much interest in stepping up with the exception of Jim  Troetti,  who also has a 

business to run. We have had folks nominate other folks but thatôs the easy part!  

The point of my ramblings is this: IT IS YOUR CLUB!!! You canôt always sit back and let 

someone else run things. Everyone has to do their part, which only one part is paying your 

dues. The other parts are attending functions, taking part in the decision-making, providing 

input and ideas. It is well worthwhile and you will get so much more out of belonging to the 

club! Take a chance, walk on the wild side, step up and take charge! We will all help you, 

guide you, etc. Bring a friend if you want to. Bring your ideas too. It will be a positive 

experience!  

At least once before, we ñarose from the ashesò and we donôt want to do that again. We have 

gained many new members. We have at least one activity every month of the year, come 

rain or shine. Everyone involved has done an outstanding job over the last few years. We 

just need someone with some new ideas and energy to keep us rolling down the highway.  

We have gone from first gear, to second, third and fourth. Wonôt YOU help kick us into fifth 

or possibly in sixth gear?  

                       Roger Long 

 

 
 

CVCC Donations 
 


