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Club members  

 

Smiling over Lou Maneõs new C6 after a Sunday Brunch in 

Woodbury  

 
 

 

Our Website;    http://www.cvalleycorvettes.com/ 
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The Vice President: ______________________________            

 

      Now that the nice weather is upon us, we can once again do what we wait for every year.  So let 
me be the first to say CVCC members, "start your engines"!! 

     As many of you know, a relatively new member has stepped forward in filling the position of 
president.  Bob Burkhardt is enthusiastic, innovative and has experience in a variety of areas that 
can only help in continuing to recognize Candlewood Valley Corvettes as one of the best corvette 
clubs in the New England area.  On behalf of all of our members I extend best wishes to Bob in the 
upcoming year!  Gary Coviello, our past president, continues his support in filling the position of 
secretary.  All positions are now filled and with the support of our membership, this will be another 
exciting and enjoyable year!  An ongoing THANK YOU, must also be given to Bill Bennett and his 
team for their continued support. 

      One of our first spring activities will be the wash and shine, which is scheduled to be held at 
Bennett Automotive Services on the 24th of April at 10 am.  In past years we have had an excellent 
turnout and even if your car is ready to roll, youôre certainly welcome to stop by, chat, laugh and have 
a slice of pizza. 

      In regards to clean cars, let's not forget Sept 12th!!  I'm SURE EVERY MEMBER has it marked 
on their calendar.  I'm SURE EVERY MEMBER is going to contribute to the car show ad booklet.  
Excuses are not acceptable or allowed!!  We are on a roll!  Let's make this the best year we've ever 
had.  Sign up and be involved!  All members need to judge.  It's fun, easy and at the end of the day 
it's a great feeling to know that your participation helped in making the day a huge success. 

     That's it for now.  As always, I look forward to seeing all members at our next meeting which will 
be held on April 15th, 7:30 pm at Bennett Automotive Services in New Milford.  Be active, it's your 
club.            
 
 

Terry 

Activities Calendar 
 

The time table, meeting locations and for events dates for various classifications are as 

follows: 

  

Corvette Cruise: 

We will meet at exit 9 off 84 in Newtown and cruise to the designated destination together. 

Time to meet may vary depending on the distance we have to travel and other events which 

may be included. 

  

Meet & Greet: 
Participants will drive to a designated destination and Linda will Meet and Greet you there. 

Time will always be 9:30 A.M. 

  

Corvette Dinner Meeting: 
Location will be sent ahead of time explaining, where and how to get there. 

Meeting will always be at 6:30P.M. 

  

Burgeritoville  
Every Tuesday at 6:00 P.M. ( may be some changes for other events from time to time) 

These will be sent to all ahead of time.  
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Truck Museum:  
 Tuesday June 15th 

 Tuesday July 20th 

Tuesday  Aug17th 

  

Meet at Exit14 off 84 in Southbury commuter parking lot at 5:30P.M. 

  

Please call Linda Ottavio regarding any of these functions. Phone 203 748-2494 

  

Don't forget the 2 functions in April. 

April 24 Wash & Shine at Bennett Automotive Saturday the 24th at 10:00 A.M. 

April 25 J D Tucker in Washington,  Ct. at 10 A.M. Exit 9. Brunch is at 11:00 A.M. 

  

Bob &Ana Ross  

Linda & Gene Ottavio 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 
 

   The March meeting of Candlewood Valley Corvettes, Inc. was held on Thursday, March 

18, at Armondoôs Restaurant in Bethel, CT. Dinner began at 6:30 PM followed by a 

business meeting. The following members were in attendance; Terry Lieberman ,Gary 

Coviello, Bill Vollmer, Bob Morrarty,  Mike and Barbara Nelson, Mike Barrett , Bob 

Burkardt, Bob Scheidel, Roger Long, Linda Ottavio, Dave and Nina Zschunke, Fred and 

Linda Sarbello, Nancy Tolmoff, Mel and Joanne Wolff and Bill Bennett. 

  Vice President Terry Lieberman welcomed everyone and thanked all for attending and 

thanked Linda Ottavio for once again organizing a great dinner. 

  Terry made a presentation to former President Gary Coviello in the form of a plaque 

recognizing service to the club during his term of Presidency.  

  Bill Vollmer followed with the Treasurerôs report stating that the clubôs finances are on 

track. He also spoke about this yearôs donations to Annôs Place and Survive the Drive. 

  Linda Ottavio Spoke about the upcoming April cruise to JD Tuckers and the annual Wash 

and Shine at Bennettôs Automotive Services.  

  Terry reviewed the mail and thanked the people that responded with articles for member of 

the month. He stressed once again the need for everyone to participate in the production of 

our car show and that every member should mark their calendars and plan to be there. This 

year we need to do a better job in passing out car show fliers at other car shows and cruise 

nights. We will make them available. Roger also mentioned that we can e-mail them out to 

the membership and they can print them as needed. 

  Over the last three months we have been trying to fill the two vacant officerôs positions and 

Terry announced that Gary Coviello was interested in taking the position of Secretary. Bill 

Vollmer asked if there were any other nominations for Secretary, none were presented. 

Terry motioned for a vote to elect Gary to the Office of Secretary, Nancy Tolmoff seconded 

the motion, a vote was taken and the motion was carried. Terry then introduced Bob 

Burkardt and explained his interest and enthusiasm since joining the club last year and stated 
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that Bob has expressed a desire to take the Office of President. Bill Vollmer nominated Bob 

Burkardt for the office of President. There were no other nominations presented. Terry 

motioned for a vote to elect Bob Burkardt as President seconded by Bob Morrarty. A vote 

was taken and the motion to elect was passed. 

   Newly elected President Bob Burkardt then spoke to the membership thanking everyone 

and he outlined some objectives for the coming year. He recognized and thanked Bill 

Bennett for his continued support as our sponsor and he mentioned that he would like to 

work on the theme of ñBring a Kid and your Father to a car show.ò 

Roger mentioned that Neilôs mother was very ill and that Neil was in Florida with her. (She 

has since then passed away.) Also Gene Ottavioôs father recently passed away.  

With old business completed and no new business brought forth, the meeting was adjourned 

at 8:30 PM 

 

 Respectfully submitted 

Gary S. Coviello 

Secretary 

 

Notes from the Executive Committee 
 

  Candlewood Valley Corvettes Executive committee held their April meeting on Thursday, 

April 1, 2010, at Roger Longôs home beginning at 7PM. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The 

following officers and members were in attendance; 

Bob Burkardt, Bill Vollmer, Gary Coviello, Mike Barrett, Bob and Ana Ross, Neil Platt, 

Mike Nelson, Roger Long, Mike Kindel, Art DôEntremont, Linda Ottavio. 

 

   The following Agenda was discussed; 

 

1.) Advertising via our website and newsletter 

Will develop a more definitive policy to be adopted  

2.) Officers/Members votes 

Try to better define what business should be voted on by the general membership 

3.) Bylaws update 

A bylaw update/review is long overdue and that process will begin with a bylaw 

review by Gary Coviello and Bob Burkardt.   

4.) Confirm our membership renewal in Conn. Council of Car Clubs 

5.) Officer liability Insurance status 

It is largely felt that the very limited exposure can not justify the large expense and 

limited coverage that insurance would provide. 

6.) Status of 24 hrs Lemons Application 

Waiting on outcome in order to move forward. 

7.) Review of Car show preparations 
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On target. Discussed again donating a food item to the New Milford food bank.they 

will be present at our car show. 

8.) Trip to Corvette factory /NCM 

Mike Kindel is exploring the possibilities of a group tour / visit 

Review of upcoming events. April 24, Wash and Shine at Bennetts and April 25, 

Brunch cruise to J.D. Tuckers. 

 

Our new President Bob Burkardt then addressed the group with a brief outline of some of 

his goals for CVCC. 

 

Garyõs Thoughts 
 

   As I sit here and collect my thoughts, a task which seems harder and harder, Iôm hoping 

that everyone is enjoying the weather as it starts to improve. I know that I have begun to get 

my car out and begin the ñwake upò process that I look forward to as winter comes to an end 

every year.  

  This coming ñCorvetteò season looks exciting! We have many events in the works, we 

have many members that are ready to roll and best of all we have a new President. At our 

March meeting we conducted a vote and elected Bob Burkardt as President of Candlewood 

Valley Corvettes, Inc., and yours truly as Secretary. Also at the March meeting I was once 

again honored by the membership with a beautiful plaque in recognition of my term as 

President of CVCC. While I appreciate the gesture and thank all of you, the honor to serve 

was mine.  

   Our new President joined us at Burgerittoville last year and eventually joined the club and 

became more and more involved. All along, Bob has been very active, attending our 

Executive committee meetings and our monthly meetings. He brings much enthusiasm to the 

office and he cares about the club and its members. I believe that the President must be an 

individual that serves the membership though thoughtful direction. We are a car club first, 

helping each other enjoy the Corvette as fellow enthusiasts, but out of that comes a strong 

social organization that tries to help each other whenever we can. Bob and I have spoken 

since the election and since I am still an officer he will have my full support and I will aid 

him to whatever extent that he sees fit. The one thing that I ask everyone within CVCC is to 

do the same. You have shown your support for me over the past four years and helped me to 

help our club to grow and I expect and I am sure that everyone will support our new 

President in the same manner. 

  Once again, thank you everyone for all that you have done for me and for the club over the 

years and that you Bob Burkardt for taking the reins. I can assure you that this will be a most 

enjoyable ride!! 

 

  Gary S. Coviello 
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Member the Month, Bob Scheidel 
 

I should start when I was introduced to Automobiles through friends in High School. We all 

had muscle cars. I grew up around GTOôs, Hemiôs, and my favorite, Chevelleôs. I started out 

in High School owning a ô57 Chevy Bel Air, which I thought was really cool until I broke 

the transmission, engine, & rear end. Since this early disaster, I concentrated on College and 

employment.  

In college, I was surrounded by Yenko Corvairs, early Corvettes, & Oldsmobile 442ôs. I had 

use of my Dadôs car in College: a ô62 Buick LeSabre with a 401 Cu. In. Nail head 

automatic. After some drag races with it, the Dynaflo Transmission went sour. 

With my ô68 Chevelle SS, we took a road trip 

to Watkins Glen in ô72 to see the Formula One 

race there and I was hooked into sports cars 

from then oné. 

 

From the Chevelle to a Datsun 260Z to other 

autocross cars (Corvairs), I was on a roll. I 

joined the local Corvair Club: Connecticut 

Valley Corvair Club ï C.V.C.C. Ring any 

bells? 

I was involved in racing these mighty machines 

for 30 years in the NECC. Northeast Corsair 

Council, which is made up 10 ï 12 Corvair 

clubs throughout the Northeast, to put on our 

Corvair Weekend centered on Lime Rock Time 

Trials with a Concours the following day 

usually at the Interlaken Inn or at various 

locations throughout the Salisbury area. At 

various times, I was in charge of the Concours, 

Track chairman, Events coordinator that 

culminated into a driving instructor at Lime 

Rock with the Corvair Club.  

All this fun was continuing until I drove a 

friendôs ô02 Corvette Coupe, Electron Blue, 

and Automatic. I was interested in Corvettes 

but never had enough room in the cars to enjoy 

myself. This ô02 Coupe was perfect: Head 

room, Elbow room, and the Power & 

HandlingéAwesome.  

By the way, the C6ôs are not as roomy as the 

C5ôs. I know this because the friend I bought 

the car from (Dave Hill),bought a new car 

from CVS motors in Milwaukee, WI. We both 

flew out there and drove the new Corvette 



          

        Sponsored by: Bennett Automotive Services, 295 Danbury Road, Route 7, New Milford, CT. 06776  

                                      860-354-5585 www.bennettautoservices.com                                                               

                                                                     7 

home in two days. One of the greatest road trips in my lifeéSo, I sold the Corvair, Datsun 

260Z (EBay), My 1972 GMC Pickup with a 402 Cu. In. Big Block, & various other items, 

to buy it. Iôm having so much fun I donôt miss those other toys.. 

Well my life has been OK so far. Iôm a Manufacturing Engineer at Wiremold Company in 

West Hartford. My professional career has always been in manufacturing. This has proved 

trying at best. Iôve been laid off 5 times some through no fault of my own. Companies lose 

cost plus contracts, companies get bought out, and some companies choose to import their 

products from overseas, China, India, etc. 

So here I am, one Corvette, One Porsche 944 & one Pontiac G8 GT. And a great 

understanding Spouse,  Justine.  Life is getting interesting. I love Formula 1 and Hate 

NASCAR. 

Hope to see everyone soon at Meetings and events throughout the year. So Far, Monticello 

Poker Run was the best road trip the club has sponsored. Parade laps at 120 MPH are really 

outstanding. Keep up the good work. 

 

Bob Scheidel, 

 

Other activities 
 

 

 
This picture was taken shortly after 
Bill Vollmer (far right), got a 
speeding ticket for 105 mph on 
route 84. Here we see Bill bribing 
the State Trooper with cash and 
gifts for his kids. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This photo was taken after Vollmer was caught 
and then convicted of bribing a police officer 
(see above picture). He was sentenced to 

extensive community service at Annôs Place.  
 
In this picture his friends are seen 
presenting Wilda Hayes with a check for 
Annôs Place in an attempt to buy Billôs early 
release. 
 

 

 
(Editorôs note:  OK, seriously these are both charitable donations made on the part of 
CVCC.)  
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Misc Outings 
 
We had a great early morning coffee run on April 3

rd
. We toured the reservoir area of Northern 

Westchester and grabbed a quick breakfast in North Salem. Several members of CVCC, including 
Bob and Anna Ross, Steve Hatch, Andy Schnuerer, Tony Accordino and Neil Platt joined the group.  
 
Please watch your e-mails for future coffee runs. These cruises are very informal. We usually meet 
at 8:00am, tour the back roads for 45 minutes, grab breakfast, tell lies about our driving prowess, 
and are finished by 9:30. All sports cars are welcome. We have had everything from old Alfa 
Romeos to Ferraris on these breakfast runs so bring whatever is in the garage!! 
 
Neil Platt 

 

 

 

Move Over law 
 

In 2008, Trooper Glenn Messenger and Trooper Michael Dogali were victims of a traffic 

accident while they were stopped on Interstate 84. A motorist went across three lanes and 

collided with the back of the police car.  

Now, a new law in Connecticut states that whenever a motorist sees emergency vehicles 

stopped along the side of road, they are required to slow down and if it is safe,  move over 

one lane.  

This new law is designed to protect first responders who are trying to assist in an emergency 

situation.  

The Department of Transportation said it will post the new law at entrances to the state on 

the highways so motorists read the advisories about the new law. 
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 Associate Members and Partners    
 

 

 

 

 

 


